
Runoff from paved surfaces 
can cause pollution and erosion  
A natural landscape acts like a sponge, allowing rainfall to 
soak into the ground.  A paved surface sends more water to 
creeks more quickly, causing increased erosion and fl ooding.

As it runs across a typical parking lot, rainfall picks up oils, 
metals, and other pollutants. This polluted runoff fl ows down 
streets, through storm drains, into San Francisquito Creek, 
and ultimately to San Francisco Bay.
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The permeable concrete 
in these 45 parking stalls 
contains air pockets that 
let rain trickle through to 
the soil below.  Pollutants 
in the water adhere to the 
concrete, gravel base, or 
top layer of soil rather than 
fl owing to the creek.

Runoff from other parts of the parking lot drains to the 
mulched planting areas, known as biofi lters.  The plants, 
soil, and sand fi lter out pollutants, which soil microbes 
help to break down.

Funding for this project has been provided in full or in part through an agreement with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) pursuant to the Costa-Machado Water Act of 2000 (Proposition 13) and any amendments thereto for the implementation of 
California’s Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program.  The contents of this document do not necessarily refl ect the views and policies of the SWRCB, nor does mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.

Creek-friendly parking lot
This parking lot demonstrates two innovative techniques designed 
to help reduce pollution and erosion in San Francisquito Creek: 

permeable concrete and biofi lters. 

Cross-section 
of parking lot 
and biofi lter

This parking lot is a pilot project conducted by the City of 
Menlo Park and the San Francisquito Watershed Council.  
The two partners will evaluate the performance of permeable 
concrete as a paving material and the overall effectiveness of 
the project in reducing runoff.

More information on this project and related 
ideas for residential settings are available at 
www.sanfrancisquito.org/runoff. 

Use of these kinds of techniques throughout the watershed 
could signifi cantly reduce the amount of polluted runoff and 
erosion in San Francisquito Creek.
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New techniques imitate natural landscapes


